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Dear Double-Alpha Members and Subscribers,

It is with great pleasure I send you this, our very first Double-
Alpha Zone magazine.

In the past years, we were in the habit of sending out newsletters,
to inform our members of new products, and new projects on the
way, but we have decided it is time to do more!

Our intention is to make this a bi-monthly magazine, and each is-
sue will include articles of interest, interviews - either in printed or
audio format as well as video clips, match reports, special offers and
more. Our vision is to expand this as we go, and possibly turn it into
a kind of “digital practical shooting magazine”.

It's a big undertaking — and we need your help! I'd like to ask anyone
who wishes to contribute to send us articles, video clips, match reports — product reviews - any-
thing you feel that would be interesting to our readers. Our mailing list includes several thousand
IPSC shooters from around the world, so your story would be read literally in every nation that
shoots IPSC. Don’t worry if your writing is not in perfect English — we will re-polish it, send it back
to you for approval, and then use it in one of our future issues. With your help - we can make this
into a success!

Match directors - you can use this platform to promote your competition - contact us for more
information.

We welcome your comments and feedback on this new idea - and encourage you to forward this to
all your shooting friends. To receive it directly, create an account on the doublealpha.biz website,
and leave the “receive newsletter” selected.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry Christmas, and all the best for the

new year. ]

On behalf of the DAA Team I wish you Excellent Shooting! ;”Ji?f’
Yours sincerely, ;ﬁv‘
Saul Kirsch. ;'r}f}"

Special thanks to:

- Mr. Dave Thompson (www.practicalhandgun.com)

- Mr. Jurgen Tegge

- Mr. KC Eusebio

- Mr. Stefan Foll (www.photopsia.de) s e



http://www.doublealpha.biz

DAA Golden 20-Pocket Gs

Available in 9mm, .38Super
40S&W.

€47.50 (inc VAT)

All in one: 9mm,
.38Super, .40S8

2010 EHC Champion, JC Jamie Diaz

(|

At the 2010 European Handgun
Championships in Belgrade, Ser-
bia, Juan Carlos Jamie Diaz ( uni-
versally known as JC ) achieved
his 2010 European’s Standard
Division win. At the conclusion of
the match I took the opportunity
to talk to JC about his shooting
career and his preparation for
the 2010 EHC.

Hi Jaime, I would like to con-
gratulate you on your EHC 2010
win in Standard Division. I am
sure it feels very good! Take us
through your preparation for the
match from the early days of the
season.

I'm very happy! It's been a tough
year but fortunately it has been
very rewarding. The IPSC sea-
son training started in February,
shooting twice a week, usually
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Also
I combined this with three ses-
sions of dry firing. In late April,
early May I added one more
shooting session per week, pro-
vided the rest of my work com-
mitments would permit me. I
like to go to the range having
previously prepared the training
that I will do that day. I do not
do the same drills every week.
Normally I train for about 3 -
hours per session on the range.

With 20 days to the European
Championships, I took a va-
cation from work to go to the
range and practice everyday,
thus completing the last phase
of my preparation for the Euro

- David 'I-'hompson (Www.practicalhandgun.com) and Eli Huttner, DAA

Standard Division, I have always
competed in Standard.

What equipment did you start
out with?

My first competition pistol was a
Llama in .45 ACP and, in 1999,
cost me 550 Euros. I won my
first National Championship with
this pistol in 2000.

When did you start competing
on the IPSC match circuit?

I started competing In the
Spanish IPSC national circuit in
2000. My first big international
competition was the 2001 Euro-
pean Handgun Championship, in
Germany. In my first two years I
won the Spanish Championship
and came second at the Europe-
ans, both in Standard Division.

You have been winning the top
European matches this sea-
son. What were your expecta-
tions when you came to the EHC
20107

At the beginning of the season
I thought that to be among the
top three places in each match
would be a good result, but I
new that I had the ability to win.
I have worked very hard during
the year, and had the confidence
that I could win the EHC.

I knew that was not going to be
easy, because there are many
excellent IPSC competitors
around Europe, but I had a lot

¢ 1 knew that was not going to be easy,
because there are many excelient IPSC
competitors around Europe, bu¢ 1 had a

lot of physical and

peans. I have been gradually in-
creasing the intensity of the ses-
sions and increased the round
count to 500 rounds per session.

Going back to the start of your
shooting career when did you
start competing in IPSC and in
which IPSC Division?

About 12 years ago, when I left
the Police Academy.

mental coaching... ¢

of physical and mental coaching
and training and was positively
thinking about winning the EHC.

Take us through your stage
preparation process, from start
to finish.

I try to learn the stage before
receiving the briefing. I take this
opportunity to see how the...
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shooters in the squad ahead of us
shoot it, memorised the positions
and the number of shots from each
position, where I will make a maga-
zine change etc. After the briefing,
with the rest of my squad, I ac-
cess how to shoot the stage from
a technical standpoint and how can
I maximise performance according
to my skills. Access the possibilities
to shoot on the move, the exact
area to which I will shoot at each
target if there are no shoots.

I try to memorise the rates of fire,
depending on the distance to each
target etc. Finally when the time
briefing ends, I withdraw from the
stage and start my mental views
and rehearsals. Just before the
shooter in front of me is on the lineg,
I run the drill in my head again, get
up and do some exercises to ac-
tivate my body and mind, I walk
onto the line ready to go and then
you just have to wait for the beep!
At this stage I let it all out instinc-
tively.

We all know that the right equip-
ment is important to winning a
match. What kind of gear do you
use, such as pistol, holster and
magazines?

I compete with a STI Edge model.
I have 100% trust in my pistol; it
has never has failed me. For me the
most important thing is the quality
of my pistol; its operation is always
perfect and I have my full trust in
it.

My magazines are also STI, with
Grams springs. Like my Edge they
function perfectly. I also utilise
magazines by CR Speed. They hold
18 cartridges and work perfectly.
With these magazines I also use
Grams springs. I use the Double Al-
pha Race Master holster, magazine
pouches and competition belt.

Can you list your sponsors?
STI

Fiocchi

Vihtavuori

Double-Alpha Academy

D Shoot

Sordin

Blackhawk

Borchers

Oakley

What were your impressions of Bel-
grade?

The old part of Belgrade City is a
beautiful city and was a very inter-
esting place to visit.

I can agree with your impressions
of Belgrade. Likewise I did not know
what to expect, but I was very sur-
prised by the city and the friend-
liness of the Serbian people. How
was the stage design and match or-
ganisation as seen from your per-
spective?

Excellent! Everything has been per-
fectly organised. The design of the
stages has been very impressive in
the way that they have set them in
the style of medieval battles. The
organisers have taken care of de-
signing and setting up the stages.
I was impressed that they laid a
grass lawn on the ground of every
stage!

The competition has been very
well well-proportioned. Static and
moving targets, long and short dis-
tances. Poppers and plates, difficult
positions from the outset, windows
doors; it was all here! They have
set a very high bar for the organis-
ers of the 2013 Europeans to fol-
low!

Which stage did you shoot best at
the EHC?

The stage I shot best was Stage 21
of the European Championship. I
shot 32 alphas in 18.79 seconds.
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Name three things you dislike at
IPSC matches?

- Traps.

- The problems with the ammuni-
tion at airports.

- Cold weather conditions.

When things go bad in a match how
do you get back in the game?

I try to downplay my mistakes
and forget about them. Everyone
makes mistakes, I know that! I try
to keep in mind all the hard train-
ing I have done in the months and
weeks leading up to the match and
keep fighting hard until the end of
the match.

Did you make any mistakes at the
EHC, or did every stage go smooth-
ly for you?

¢ The best part of being a member of the STI
for me has been getting to know the members of the team.

sides being execellent

It has been a quite stable compe-
tition for me. I did not make any
large errors. I had one miss in the
match, on a swinging target. Oth-
erwise I was very pleased with my
form during this competition.

My two most important errors were
committed on the last day of the
match. I accidentally dumped the
magazine from the pistol and this
cost me several seconds. In an-
other stage I went back to fire an-
other shot on a target thinking that
had scored a miss. Upon finishing
the stage, I checked the target and
the one hole was actually two shots
overlapping, which cost me several
more seconds.

Top level competition nerves can
often give shooters problems. Ev-
ery time I seen you and talked to
you, you seemed very relaxed.

Ha ha ha! Great if that is what it
seemed to you! In competition ev-
eryone is nervous, above all in the
last stages of the match. When the
nerves appear, I think that I am
very well mentally prepared; that
I have worked very hard and that
all is going to leave well. But it is
true that the nerves accompany
you always. You have to be been
accustomed to shoot with them.
Therefore I try to simulate stressful
situations in my match training.

Are you planning to run any shoot-
ing courses and / or do more IPSC
related projects on your web site?

In principle nothing new, as what
you have asked is currently hap-
pening. I am already giving IPSC
courses in Spain and I will continue
to do so. Right now I prefer to rest

competitors, they are

a little and to charge my batteries
for the next year, as 2011 is go-
ing to be very hard. I want to train
more than this year to be well pre-
pared for the World Shoot.

Do you plan to stay in Standard Di-
vision or would you shift to another
division?

I prefer to shoot in Standard Divi-
sion. I like watching Open Division
competitors, because the guns are
very fast, but I believe that I will al-
ways compete in Standard Division.

How did you celebrate your EHC
2010 win?

With a big party ( LOL! ), just kid-
ding! I am very discreet, and it's
hard enough to express my emo-
tions in public, but this time I have
to adm|t that once I made aware of

How important is the mental game
in IPSC?

For me the mental preparation is
80% of my results.

A good IPSC competitor needs the
following attributes in a match:-

A positive attitude.

Confidence.

A good level of relaxation / activa-
tion.

Concentration and control of dis-
tractions.

And also to have fun!

Setting goals is important. Have
you set a new shooting goal(s) for
yourself yet?

Ha ha, I agree! Actually I have sev-
eral, but if you ask me the most im-
portant is to win Standard Division

European Team
Be-
charming people... *¢

at the next IPSC World Champion-
ship. For that, I will make an effort
next season far more than the ef-
forts leading up to this Europeans.

You joined the STI European Team
in 2009. What is the best part /
what do you enjoy about being part
of the STI European Team?

The best part of being a member of
the STI European Team for me has
been getting to know the members
of the team. Besides being excel-
lent competitors, they are charming
people. I have been able to learn a
lot from all of them. Since I arrived
at the team, if I have a problem
that seems to be insurmountable,
the rest of the team have always
gave me as much help as I need.
Also Pauletta and David of STI are
excellent people and very Iovmg
with me and W|t Noerr
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\éVatch—out Eric, KC is behind you...

At the age of 22, KC Eusebio is
one of the top IPSC shooters in the
world. He has won his first World
Speed Shoot championship when
he was only 15 years old, runner up
in Bali, Indonesia and this year he
won the USPSA Nationals ahead of
top shooters like Max Michel, ]JJ Ra-
caza, Chris Tilley and many others.

KC is arguably the fastest shooter in
our generation, very few can match
his shooting and moving speed and
when he is on top of his game, he is
unstoppable! The big question now
is - can he beat Eric at the 2011
World-Shoot in Greece?! KC will
give his best shot and is fully dedi-
cated to get the job done!!

We caught up with KC on a DAA
Phone-In interview to hear first
hand about his 2010 USPSA season
and his World-Shoot ambitions and
training preparation.

66

el feel 1
ger shooter and

am evolving
1 ¢think 1

When I was 15, I won the World
Speed Shooting Championships
(Steel Challenge), I was the young-
est ever so I broke that record. I
joined the army when I left high-
school at the age of 18 and I shot
for the US Army Marksmanship
Unit along with Max Michel, Travis
Tomasie and won the same year
the Steel Challenge again.

I was the runner up in the last
World Shoot in Bali (2008) and I
won this year for the very first time
the USPSA Nationals in Open Divi-
sion. ' I am still young, I want to
make it big.

Winning the USPSA Nationals must
been very special.

Oh, this is very special. It
is really challenging you
know, because the caliber

of shooters here in the US

is really high.

into stron-
can give

Eric a run for his money next¢ year...‘¢

It is Saturday morning, how do
you spend you weekend?

Just coming out of the gym, I
try to work out 6 days

a week, Sunday is

my rest day so I al-

ways try to stay in

shape.

KC, tell us a bit
about yourself and
how you got to
IPSC.

I started shooting

at the age of 8. My

father got me into

shooting, he was

a shooter himself.

I grew up basi-

cally on the shooting

range, my parents had

to stop me from putting
brass in my mouth when I was
young so it is almost like des-
tiny. At the age of 8 I was

dry firing and shooting
weekend matches. At

the age of 10 I became
USPSA master and by

the age of 12 I was USPSA
Grand-Master.

6

The top caliber shooters are

some of the best, you got

Max, 1], Chris and others

and have a win over them

on the US Nationals is a

huge for me, it has been one
of my dreams.

Max Michel has

dominated the

2010 USPSA sea-

son with wining all the

Area Matches so you

must have been on top

form to beat him at the

Nationals.

Yeah, I was very on top of my
game. The first day my ammo
did not show up so it was a bit
nerve racking because you
are sitting there and want to
shoot but your ammo is not
there so the first day I had

to sit out and in the second

the I had to play catch-up

to shoot 6 extra stages - it

has been very tiring mentally

and physically. Max was on top
of his game. I only shot against
him twice this year at the Area
Matches unfortunately. I

have a full time job and

did not have the time to

shoot all the matches like he did.
I wish I could have shot more
against him...

How does it feel beating Max,
JJ, Chris and the rest of the top
shooters?

You know what, I have been
shooting with them for years now
and I my luck at the Nationals was
not great so far. I always had one
problem or another. At the 2009
US Nationals I had a big jam on
the first day which lost me 50
points. Had I

not had that

jam, I

would

of came

our 40
points

on top

a n d

win the
match but
you know,
this happen, it
wasn’t my time.

Flawless gear is a
key success fac-
tor. What equip-
ment are you using
are your sponsors?

and who

Right now I am using Caspian
Arms, Johnny Lim is my gunsmith
and does everything for me. I
shoot .38Super Comp made by
Danny at Atlanta Arms.

What do you think are the differ-
ences between IPSC and USPSA or
in other words, shooting in the US
and in Europe?

I don’t think IPSC and USPSA are
any different really. I enjoy the
IPSC format, it is more challeng-
ing I would say - on some stages
you have some tight shots, 35-40
yard shots with some no-shoots.



Itis all challenging and you must take How do you plan to prepare for the World Shoot?
it as it comes, nothing to complain
about it. It is all part of the game. I'll try to shoot as much a possible, be on the range
whenever I can. As I said, I'll focus on trigger
control - that is my number one goal at the

moment. I feel that I move faster than ev-

The next big thing is the World
Shoot and you know, of course

Eric is the best shooter in
the world at the moment
and I just hope I

can compete

against him.

Someone has
to beat him
sooner or later...

I am lucky he is get-
ting older (laughs...).
This year and next I plan

to shoot a little bit more
production trying to get my
points better, I feel the Bi-

anchi Cup helped quite a bit.

Last year was the first
time I shot it and I
think it helped

m Yy

trigger con-

trol. I am known for
my speed but can im-
prove on trigger con-
trol. I have a good
foot movement, tar-
get transitions but the
big thing I work on
now is trigger control.

Shooting good points
is a key factor in win-
ning against Eric.

Yeah, exactly. I know
a lot of shooters in
Europe are very very
point oriented such as
Eric, Saul and others.
It is not always blaz-
ing speed so you have
to take the time and
make that crucial shot
when needed.

erybody, I am a small guy with little mass
to move. I'll make sure I am mentally pre-
pared as well.

How do you plan to be mentally ready?

Before I go to bed every night I picture
what I need to do, I'll set up scenari-
os and go through them. Throughout
the day is basically the same thing, I'll
think about shooting and go through
the emotions of what I need to see
through the sights and what I need to
feel in my trigger finger.

I also try to stay fit too so you
know you are not out of shape.

You shot with Eric
before, what
do you think
you’ll need
to do to
come on
top next

time?

Consis-
tency
that
is the
key!
Eric
shoots
amaz-
ing,
he out-
points
every -
body and
never
makes a
mistake! As
every year
comes by,
I feel T am
evolving into
a stronger
shooter and
I think I can
give him a run
for his money
next year.



Dillon Precision - Machines and Accessories
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Dillon Precision
Now On
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Dillon Precision’s Progressive Reloading Machines have
dominated the IPSC Market for decades - and for good
reason! Dillon’s reloaders are head-and-shoulders above
their closest rival, and IPSC shooters, who load and shoot
more ammo than anyone else, recognize this and choose
only Dillon. You would be hard pressed to find a single
champion IPSC shooter who reloads on any other make
Dillon 650 of machine. It's just a question of what model of Dillon
Reloading Machine is right for you!

And Dillon does more than just make the finest reloading
machines. They back their product up with the absolute
best customer service and “no B.S. lifetime warranty”
service in the business! When you purchase a Dillon re-
loading machine, you have purchased not only the best
reloading gear on the market, but also the customer
. .support and service of Dillon Precision - with their team
of specialists standing by to take your call or reply to
. your email with any assistance or support you may need.
',‘",1:= matters not if you are the first owner of a new reload-
.& g machine, or the 10th owner - you will get help if you
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PRACTICE TIME!

- Saul Kirsch, Double-Alpha Academy

This section is all about practice. In each issue, I will write about an aspect of training correctly, and hopefully
this will contribute to improving your shooting skills.
And in this issue - lets talk about the quality of your practice.

A wise instructor once said: “You can gain 3 years of experience in 1 year of training, or 1 year of experience
in 3 years of training - it all depends on how much you experience your training”.

I've always liked that, and I find it to be very true indeed. How much you gain and improve from your practice
sessions has less to do with how much time and ammo you spend and more to do with your mental focus and
the attention you pay to the quality of that practice.

So many shooters in our sport are
in it only for the fun. For the love
of the firearms, the dynamics of
the fast shooting and socializing
with their fellow shooters. They
see their range time as entertain-
ment and fun, and all that is well
and good. But it is not profession-
al and it is certainly not the fast
track to match success!

If you are serious about making
good progress with your shooting,
improving from month to month
and from season to season, you
really need to try and maximize
the benefits you gain from each
practice session. Here are a few
valuable guide lines to follow:

Always train with attention
on accuracy and the quality
of your shooting

You should. constantly be aware
that what you are doing in prac-
tice is building subconscious skills
through repetition. Nothing more,
nothing less. These subconscious
skills are what kick into action
when the timer goes BEEP in the
match. What you want, what you
think no longer matter. What you
will do is what you have trained to
do. If you have practiced to look
for accuracy and visual control on
every shot you fire - than that will
be there for you under pressure
in a match.

Reinforce the good, and
don’t dwell on the bad
Building a strong and positive self
image is so very important to be-
coming good at anything! When
you expect to do well - you do.
When you expect to fail - chances
are you will.

When vyou practice, don't be-
rate yourself too much about the
things you are not doing well yet.
Rather go away feeling good and
reinforcing those things you did
well. That will help you to main-
tain a positive and strong attitude
about your shooting and your
progress, and that is valuable.
Stay away from negative talk.

You can gain 3 years of experience in 1 year of training, or 1 year of experience in 3
years of training - it all depends on how much you experience your trainingeee

Be careful whom you train
with

You should do your very best to
train along side the best shooters
you can. Of course this can some-
times be difficult, but the benefits
are very real.

One tends to progress based on
expectations. If you are surround-
ed by shooters who can draw in 1
second - then 1 second does not
seem such a hard thing - and you
will achieve it fairly quickly. But
if the best shooter in your club
thinks that a 1.5sec draw after
3 years of practice is good, then
there is no reason you will believe
it is not - and your progress will
be slowed.

Also, better shooters are often
more serious about their training
and you will likely find yourself in
a group that will do better prac-
tice.

But if you have allowed yourself
to shoot too fast and inaccurately
in practice, thinking “this is only
practice, I will slow down and aim
in the match” then you will find
your shooting to be erratic inaccu-
rate and out of control in competi-
tion. And you will most likely find
yourself very disappointed with
your match performance. You re-
ally need to practice with at least
as much accuracy as you would
like in a match - and even slightly
above. The stress and adrena-
lin of competition will make you
stronger and faster - but not more
accurate. So train always with an
eye on precision. Don’t practice to
knock down 6 plates with 9 shots!
slow down and see how many you
can run without a miss. You do
not have to worry about slowing
down a little in practice in favour
of accuracy, in a match you will
not be slow. The adrenalin will
keep you at your top speed - but
your subconscious skills - forcing
you to look for the A - will keep
your points good, and that is key.

Plan your practice sessions
to improve your weakness-
es

Too many shooters are in the habit
of always going to practice what is
fast and fun. They will very rarely
practice something they are not
good at - like perhaps weak hand
shooting of fast bobbers. But this
leads you to develop “holes” in
your shooting skills, and these will
bite you in the ass in competition,
cost you a ton of points and result
in @ much lower finish in the rank-
ing that you could have otherwise
achieved.

You need to think of your weak-
nesses as an asset - as those are
the skills you can improve the
fastest - and gain valuable match
points. Try to objectively analyze
what your abilities are in each
skill set - and focus on working on
those. it may be less fun in prac-
tice - but if your goal is match re-
sults - this is the only way to go.

Next issue - the benefits of pre-
paring a training schedule.



Race Master Holster - Review

- David Thompson (Www.practicalhandgun.com)

Over the 20 years I have been
shooting IPSC, I have used a
variety of holsters from different
manufacturers in competitive
events. I have used Hellweg,
Rescomp and borrowed a Guga
Ribas to try in a few matches.
For the past number of years I
have been using the Ghost com-
petition holster in Production
and Standard Divisions. This
year a new holster hit the IPSC
competition circuit — the Race
Master, made by Double Alpha
Academy ( DAA).

I decided to give one a test and
see how it compared with what I
had previously used. This review
is based on using the holster
over five months, when I have
used it for personal practice,
running training courses, taking
part in local matches and Inter-
national events, which have in-
cluded the SVI in Philippsburg,
Czech Extreme and Hungarian
MFS Level 3 competitions.

Pistol Retention

The Race Master ( RM ) does
not use a platform to locate the
muzzle ( similar in form to the
Ghost, Guga Ribas and Limcat ).
It includes a positive holster lock
and a tension adjustment knob,
a feature not found on other
holsters. The large stainless
steel tension adjustment knob
rotates several turns, increasing
or decreasing the resistance of
the draw. This gives you a wide
range of possibilities,

When the pistol is
holstered you can
engage the lock-
ing mechanism, by
flicking it down with
your finger or thumb.

This is also a useful fea-
ture to have after you unload
and show clear. You can go a
look at the other stages, or have
a coffee, knowing that your pis-
tol will not unintentionally drop
out of your holster. You can dis-
engage it with your second fin-
ger as your hand wraps around
the grip. The safety lever has
serrations to catch your finger
as you close your hand around
the grip. I did not find these
serrations to be an issue, but a
safety lever without serrations is
also available as an aftermarket
part from DAA. You could also
grind the serrations off yourself
if you wanted to. To date I have
not felt the need to engage the
safety lever before making a
draw.

Several makes of holster offer
the ability to use the same hol-
ster with different types of fire-
arms, which involves changing
some of the parts. The RM uses
an interchangeable insert block
to secure different makes of pis-
tol. You can buy one holster and
then purchase an insert block
for each additional make of pis-
tol you want to use with it.

With this design you do not need
to remove the holster from one
belt and add it to another,

¢ You can go and look at ¢the other stages,
or have a coffee, knowing that¢ your pistol
will not unintentionally drop out of your

holster... ¢

from totally resistant free to
stages that have a more dynam-
ic starting position when you will
want a bit more resistance to
the draw.

The RM has an adjustment and
positioning system based on a
ball joint and also has adjust-
ments for angle and distance
from the body. The belt hanger
will be a stable fit on the popular
1.5 inch wide belts used on the
IPSC circuit.

or own a complete second rig.
If you use the DAA magazine
pouches that can be adjusted to
be used with different types of
magazine, you can do it all with
the one rig. This is a very useful
feature.

The holster is CNC machined
from aircraft-grade aluminum
and are hard anodized to offer
a long lasting surface finish in
black, blue, red, or silver.



http://www.practicalhandgun.com

These machining processes are ex-
pensive, but they result in a more
precise and better quality product.
Double Alpha Academy has its own
in-house four axis HAAS CNC ma-
chine, although this is used primar-
ily for development and small runs
of special gun type inserts. DAA out
sources the production of most of
the RM parts to a top quality, ISO
9002 certified machine shop.

An IPSC competitor always wants to
know that their holster will securely
retain the pistol when engaged in
the various physical activities that
will occur during a match. Obvious-
ly you want to achieve adequate re-
tention without hindering the draw.
It is in this area were you notice
the difference between the differ-
ent styles of holster that are used
on the IPSC circuit.

I first checked how securely the
RM retains the pistol. With the re-
tention screw set at its lowest set-
ting and a magazine of dummy
rounds loaded into the pistol I went
through all of the starting positions
that are normally encountered in a
match. I then tried the starting po-
sitions encountered when I started
competing in IPSC. These involved
more dynamic movements of run-
ning, turning, climbing onto and
jumping off objects. During these
retention tests I could not get the
RM to unintentionally release the
pistol. This holster has the best re-
tention of any competition holster
that I have used or tried out.

The second think I checked was
how the RM’s draw feels when you
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have its position and tension con-
figured in the way that it is actually
going to be used in a match. As the
feel of the draw is determined by
the design, all of the holsters that
I have used in the past each have
a different feel to them. Usually the
more resistance in the retention
mechanism, the more drag you can
feel as you have to pull the pistol
out of the holster.

During the retention tests I could
not get the RM to inadvertently
dump the pistol, but when I per-
formed the draw the RM simply ‘lets
go’ of the pistol It feels almost as
if the pistol is just sitting on ‘fresh
air’ instead of being retained by the
holster’s lock system. You will find
that drawing the RM to be a very
smooth unhindered draw. During
these initial trials the RM has

shown itself to have all the features
that you would want in a competi-
tion holster.

New Retention System

Other brands of holster use a com-
bination of a muzzle support and
trigger guard support to hold the
gun steady, or just locate the pis-
tol around the trigger guard hol-
sters which allows the gun to move
around a bit when holstered. The
RM holds the pistol steady, with a
seamless fit. When you want to the
pistol will draw upwards smooth-
ly with almost no resistance. This
smooth draw is achieved by the use
of a new locking system that offers
a smooth clean release of the pistol
when you draw and a solid grip on
the pistol when it is holstered.

This locking is achieved by means
of a sliding block, formed precisely
around the front end of the trigger
guard.

This fitting is the reason for the pis-
tol’s stability in the holster. As the
pistol is drawn, the block, which re-
sides in an angled track, slides out
to the side, releasing the trigger
guard and allowing the gun to be
drawn with only 6 to 8 mm ( 0.25
to 0.30 inches ) of upward move-
ment required to clear the holster.

The holster and its component
parts are very accurately manufac-
tured and I had no issues in dis-
assembling and reassembling the
RM when swapping over the inserts
between different makes of pistol.
Now after five months of use I have
not got any nicks or cuts on my
hands, so there are no sharp edges
to worry about.

Belt Attachment

The belt hanger on this holster is
quite interesting. The 1.5 belt fits
into a slot on the hanger and two
spring steel flat clasps are screw
tightened on the inside of the hang-
er to hold the belt in place. Once the
two retaining straps are tightened
down, the holster will not budge on
your belt. On the DAA belt I was
using the hanger is a very neat fit.
This means there is no movement
of the holster during the draw. As
the inside of hanger only consists
of two spring steel clasps this also
allows the outer belt to make con-
tact with the inner belt, which al-
lows the Velcro to grip in this cru-
cial area. This means that you will
not have to attach a strip of Velcro
on the inside of the hanger to of-
fer additional adhesion to the in-
ner belt. This design allows you to
assemble your holster on your belt
at the designated position without
struggling to slide a tight fitting belt


http://www.doublealpha.biz/race_master/combos/combo-race-master-holster

hanger the length of your belt.
The lack of any bulk on the inner
side makes this hanger more
comfortable to wear for extend-
ed periods. Could we also see
this option being made available
for magazine pouches?

The pistol retention part of the
holster is secured to the belt
hanger part of the holster by
means of a ball and socket de-
sign, which means that the
holster can be adjusted in a
number of different angles and
directions. The RM uses two Al-
len head screws to secure the
ball in place. Take your time
when adjusting and tightening
these screws to ensure that the
holster is correctly adjusted to
suit yourself. Do this correctly
and you should only need to do
it once, when you make the ini-
tial purchase.

Eckla Range Carts
O

Eckla Beach Rolly with Sun-
roof and Windshield

A practical and efficient trolley fo
use on the range.

This sturdy, yet lightweight cart
folds down flat and the wheels
are easily removed for transport
in the boot of any car. A carry bac
is included to store the wheels, i
case they are wet or muddy.

| —

‘“TheboublecAlphaAcad-
emy Race Master has
advanced IPSC holster
design to a new level. ¢

R—

The adjustment in the RM allows
it to be positioned to suit your
own body. This is very impor-
tant so that when you make the
draw the pistol will lift cleanly
from the RM. If your draw is not
clean, but slightly off angle a
pistol can bind and drag or stick.
This was a serious issue with
earlier competition holsters. 1
spent some time making sure
that the RM was properly set up
to suit me and all my draws re-
sult in a clean lift. Once you are
satisfied with the holster’s posi-
tion tighten all the screws down
and you are good to go.

I have been using the Race Mas-
ter holster since May for my own
practice sessions, when running
training courses and when par-
ticipating in International com-
petition with complete satisfac-
tion. I will also be using it at the
IPSC European Handgun Cham-
pionships in Belgrade, Serbia.
The Double Alpha Academy
Race Master has advanced IPSC
holster design to a new level.

i\

€129.95 (inc. VAT)

Combo: Eckla Multi Rolly ¢
Holding Bar

The new Eckla Multi Rolly is
ply put - the perfect range
for the serious shooter.
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IJ::'L'lrgen Tegge - Interview

Anyone familiar with big IPSC matches, is surely familiar with the
white and grey striped shirts of our IROA officials, without whom any
large IPSC match would be totally impossible.

We caught up with Mr. Jurgen Tegge, Vice President of IROA at the
Quickborn range in Germany a couple of weeks ago, and he was kind
enough to sit down with us for a interview to discuss what IROA is,
what it does, how the RO’s and other officials do their job and how
they are evaluated.

Click of Download button below to listen to the interview.
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DAA TREATER

So, what is this hype all about?!

movies and tutorials.

Latest Movies

_" 0.0 from 0 customers
" | Wach the top Australlan IPSC

*  Shooters compete for top honors at
the 2008 Australlan Nafionals.
Read More

We are the first to offer our IPSC community an easy and affordable way to access our IPSC
DVDs with a few clicks of a button. Within minutes you can view the best IPSC, USPSA, Steel
Challenge, Coaching and many other Full Length DVDs available on the site. Subscribed mem-
bers get unlimited access to our entire DVD selection while Free members can view our free

Ak

5.0 from 1 customers

8l The 2008 USPSA Open and
Production Nationals were held In
magnificent Las Vegas Nevada.

The large range...
i Read More

hririrk

5.0 from 1 customearns

The 2008 USPSA Open and
Production Natienals were held in
magnificent Las Vegas Nevada.
The large range just...

Read Mare.

Full Movie

Q: I like a title, how can I buy a copy of the DVD?

This is easy! Simply click on the Buy DVD button next to each title and you will be transferred
to Double-Alpha’s website where you can complete your purchase.

Q: What type of Subscription packag-
es to you have?

We offer three packages: 24 Hours, 3
Months and 1 year subscription packages.
All three give you FULL and UNLIMITED
access to all the titles available on the site.
You will receive virtually immediate access
once payment has been completed. In ad-
dition, you can register FREE! of charge to
view our free titles and tutorials.

Q: How do I Register and Subscribe?

First you need to Register. Registration is
totally FREE! and once you have registered
you will be granted access to the free mov-
ie section. To view the rest of our DVDs,
you would need to Subscribe by clicking
the Subscribe button in the login box on
the home page. You will then choose from
one of our three subscription packages
and proceed to payment. Once payment
has been completed you will have unlimit-
ed access to all of our DVDs on the website
and any future titles we add. Please note
that it might take a few minutes to process
your payment.
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